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15-year—old Sang Hyeok Woo sets high—jump mark at Sun Angel Track Classic

By Richard Obert
azcentral sports
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Sang Hyeok Woo wasn’t on the original performance list for Thursday’s boys high jump
at Sun Angel Track Classic.

The 15-year—old, here from Seoul on a two—week spring break training at former
Olympic thrower John Godina’s World Athletics Center in Phoenix, was a late entry.

By the time he was about to clear 7 feet, 1 inch on his last try at Arizona State’s Sun
Angel Stadium, Woo was a celebrity among the local high school athletes, who
gathered around the high jump section and clapped in unison as he let out a ‘Whoop!’
and ran toward the bar.

Woo had broken the Sun Angel Track high school meet record at 6-11, before clearing
7—1. He missed on three tries at 7-2.

Neither Chandler’s Michael Poiriee—Shelton nor Phoenix North Canyon’s Bryant
O’Georgia knew who they were up against when the tall, smiling kid in short shorts
showed up with Korean writing on his jersey. Both cleared 6—6. Poiriee—Shelton was
awarded second place, based on fewer attempts.

Nick Sheuerman, who works with Woo at World Athletics Center, said there was
nothing against overseas athletes competing in the Sun Angel.

“It was good exposure,” Sheuerman said.

Afterwards, athletes lined up to pose for pictures with Woo, who spoke no English but
connected with his smile.

“Based on the impressions we’'ve seen in a couple weeks of training, he has all of the
mental, physical and emotional capabilities to be at the world—class level,” Sheuerman
added.



